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Exodus 2:23-25 שמות ב׳:כ״ג-כ״ה
ֶל�  ָמ֙ת ֶמ֣ ם ַוָּי֙ ים ָהֵה֗ ַרִּב֜ ים ָהֽ (כג) ַוְיִה֩י ַבָּיִמ֨
ה  ל ִמן־ָהֲעֹבָד֖ י־ִיְׂשָרֵא֛ ִים ַוֵּיָאְנ֧חּו ְבֵנֽ ִמְצַר֔

ים  ם ֶאל־ָהֱא�ִה֖ ַעל ַׁשְוָעָת֛ קּו ַוַּת֧ ַוִּיְזָע֑
ים  ע ֱא�ִה֖ ה׃ (כד) ַוִּיְׁשַמ֥ ִמן־ָהֲעֹבָדֽ

ר ֱא�ִהי֙ם ֶאת־ְּבִרי֔תֹו  ם ַוִּיְזֹּכ֤ ֶאת־ַנֲאָקָת֑
ב׃ (כה)  ת־ַיֲעֹקֽ ק ְוֶאֽ ם ֶאת־ִיְצָח֥ ֶאת־ַאְבָרָה֖

ל ַוֵּי֖ ַדע  ים ֶאת־ְּבֵנ֣י ִיְׂשָרֵא֑ ַוַּי֥ ְרא ֱא�ִה֖
ים׃ (ס) ֱא�ִהֽ

(23) A long time after that, the king of 
Egypt died. The Israelites were groaning 
under the bondage and cried out; and 
their cry for help from the bondage rose 
up to God. (24) God heard their 
moaning, and God remembered His 
covenant with Abraham and Isaac and 
Jacob. (25) God looked upon the 
Israelites, and God took notice of them.

Exodus 3:1-10 שמות ג׳:א׳-י׳
אן ִיְת֥רֹו ֹחְת֖נֹו  ֹ֛ ה ֶאת־צ ה ָהָי֥ה ֹרֶע֛ (א) ּוֹמֶׁש֗
ר  ר ַהִּמְדָּב֔ ג ֶאת־ַהּצֹא֙ן ַאַח֣ ן ִמְדָי֑ ן ַוִּיְנַה֤ ֹּכֵה֣
ֵּיָרא  ָבה׃ (ב) ַו֠ ים ֹחֵרֽ ר ָהֱא�ִה֖ א ֶאל־ַה֥ ֹ֛ ַוָּיב

ׁש ִמּ֣תֹו� ַהְּסֶנ֑ה  יו ְּבַלַּבת־ֵא֖ � ְיֹהָו֥ה ֵאָל֛ ַמְלַא֨
ׁש ְוַהְּסֶנ֖ה ֵאיֶנּ֥נּו  ר ָּבֵא֔ ְרא ְוִהֵּנ֤ה ַהְּסֶנ֙ה ֹּבֵע֣ ַוַּי֗
ה  ָרה־ָּנ֣א ְוֶאְרֶא֔ ה ָאֻסֽ אֶמר ֹמֶׁש֔ ֹ֣ ל׃ (ג) ַוּי ֻאָּכֽ
ר  ל ַהֶּז֑ה ַמּ֖דּוַע לֹא־ִיְבַע֥ ה ַהָּגֹד֖ ֶאת־ַהַּמְרֶא֥

ר ִלְר֑אֹות  י ָס֣ ה׃ (ד) ַוַּי֥ ְרא ְיהָו֖ה ִּכ֣ ַהְּסֶנֽ
אֶמר  ֹ֛ ה ַוּי ים ִמּ֣תֹו� ַהְּסֶנ֗ יו ֱא�ִה֜ ַוִּיְקָר֩א ֵאָל֨

אֶמר  ֹ֖ ִני׃ (ה) ַוּי אֶמר ִהֵּנֽ ֹ֥ ה ַוּי ה ֹמֶׁש֖ ֹמֶׁש֥
י�  ל ַרְגֶל֔ י֙� ֵמַע֣ ב ֲה֑�ם ַׁשל־ְנָעֶל֨ ַאל־ִּתְקַר֣

יו  ד ָעָל֔ ר ַאָּת֙ה עֹוֵמ֣ י ַהָּמ֗קֹום ֲאֶׁש֤ ִּכ֣
י  אֶמר ָאֹנִכ֙י ֱא�ֵה֣ ֹ֗ ֶדׁש ֽהּוא׃ (ו) ַוּי ַאְדַמת־ֹק֖
י  ק ֵוא�ֵה֣ י ִיְצָח֖ ם ֱא�ֵה֥ י ַאְבָרָה֛ י� ֱא�ֵה֧ ָאִב֔

(1) Now Moses, tending the flock of his 
father-in-law Jethro, the priest of 
Midian, drove the flock into the 
wilderness, and came to Horeb, the 
mountain of God. (2) An angel of the 
LORD appeared to him in a blazing fire 
out of a bush. He gazed, and there was a 
bush all aflame, yet the bush was not 
consumed. (3) Moses said, “I must turn 
aside to look at this marvelous sight; 
why doesn’t the bush burn up?” (4) 
When the LORD saw that he had turned 
aside to look, God called to him out of 
the bush: “Moses! Moses!” He 
answered, “Here I am.” (5) And He said, 
“Do not come closer. Remove your 
sandals from your feet, for the place on 
which you stand is holy ground. (6) I 
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יט  א ֵמַהִּב֖ י ָיֵר֔ יו ִּכ֣ ר ֹמֶׁש֙ה ָּפָנ֔ ב ַוַּיְסֵּת֤ ַיֲעֹק֑
ה  ה ָרֹא֥ אֶמר ְיהָו֔ ֹ֣ ים׃ (ז) ַוּי ֶאל־ָהֱא�ִהֽ
ִים  ר ְּבִמְצָר֑ י ֲאֶׁש֣ י ַעִּמ֖ יִתי ֶאת־ֳעִנ֥ ָרִא֛

י  יו ִּכ֥ ְגָׂש֔ ְעִּת֙י ִמְּפֵנ֣י ֹנֽ ם ָׁשַמ֙ ְוֶאת־ַצֲעָקָת֤
ד ְלַהִּצי֣לֹו ׀  יו׃ (ח) ָוֵאֵר֞ ְעִּתי ֶאת־ַמְכֹאָבֽ ָיַד֖
ֶרץ ַהִהו֒א  ִים ּֽוְלַהֲע�תֹ֮ו ִמן־ָהָא֣ ִמַּי֣ד ִמְצַר֗
ת  ֶרץ ָזַב֥ ה ֶאל־ֶא֛ ֶרץ טֹוָב֙ה ּוְרָחָב֔ ֶאל־ֶא֤
י  ִחִּת֔ ְּכַנֲעִנ֙י ְוַה֣ ׁש ֶאל־ְמ֤קֹום ַהֽ ב ּוְדָב֑ ָחָל֖
י׃ (ט)  י ְוַהְיבּוִסֽ י ְוַהִחִּו֖ ֱאֹמִר֙י ְוַהְּפִרִּז֔ ְוָהֽ

י  ָאה ֵאָל֑ ל ָּב֣ ת ְּבֵני־ִיְׂשָרֵא֖ ה ִהֵּנ֛ה ַצֲעַק֥ ְוַעָּת֕
ִים  ר ִמְצַר֖ ַחץ ֲאֶׁש֥ יִת֙י ֶאת־ַהַּל֔ ְוַגם־ָרִא֙

ְׁשָלֲח֖�  ה ְוֶאֽ ה ְלָכ֔ ם׃ (י) ְוַעָּת֣ ים ֹאָתֽ �ֲחִצ֥
ל  י־ִיְׂשָרֵא֖ י ְבֵנֽ א ֶאת־ַעִּמ֥ ה ְוהֹוֵצ֛ ֶאל־ַּפְרֹע֑

ִים׃ ִמִּמְצָרֽ

am,” He said, “the God of your father, 
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid 
his face, for he was afraid to look at 
God. (7) And the LORD continued, “I 
have marked well the plight of My 
people in Egypt and have heeded their 
outcry because of their taskmasters; yes, 
I am mindful of their sufferings. (8) I 
have come down to rescue them from 
the Egyptians and to bring them out of 
that land to a good and spacious land, a 
land flowing with milk and honey, the 
region of the Canaanites, the Hittites, 
the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, 
and the Jebusites. (9) Now the cry of the 
Israelites has reached Me; moreover, I 
have seen how the Egyptians oppress 
them. (10) Come, therefore, I will send 
you to Pharaoh, and you shall free My 
people, the Israelites, from Egypt.”

Daat Zkenim on Exodus 3:2:1 דעת זקנים על שמות ג׳:ב׳:א׳
מתוך הסנה. לפי שאי אפשר מן הסנה

לעשות צלמי' לע"ז:
"out of the burning bush.” The reason
that G–d chose this bush to reveal
Himself in was that one could not
construct a deity or symbol of a deity
out of the bush.

Shemot Rabbah 2
 
 
R. Yannai said: Just as twins [te'omim] feel one another's s headaches, [so too] 
God said, as it were [as if He were our twin]: "I am with him in sorrow" (Psalms 
91:15). . . .The Holy One, Blessed be He said to Moses, You do not sense that I 
too dwell in sorrow just as Israel dwells in sorrow. But you should know: from 
the place I speak to you from within the thorn-bush, [that is a sign] as it were 
that I too am a partner in their sorrow. 
 
"From within the bush." A Gentile once asked R. Joshua b. Karhah: Why did 
the Holy One, Blessed be He, see fit to speak to Moses from within a thorn-
bush? [R. Joshua retorted]: If it had been a carob tree or a sycamore tree, would 
you not have asked the same question. However to send you away you without 
any answer is not possible, [so] why from within a thorn-bush? To teach you that 
there is no empty place devoid of the Shechinah, not even a [lowly] thorn-bush. . 
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. .Rabbi Eliezer said: Just as the thorn-bush is the lowliest of all trees in the 
world, so too Israel were lowly and downtrodden in Egypt. Therefore the Holy 
One, Blessed be He revealed Himself to them and redeemed them, as it says 
(Exodus 3:8) "And I will go down and save them from the Egypt." Rabbi Yossi 
said: Just as the thorn-bush is the hardest of all the trees, and any bird that enters 
into it does not come out unharmed, so too the servitude in Egypt was harsher to 
God more than any other servitude in the world.
 
"And he saw and behold the thorn-bush was consumed by fire." From here 
they said, Heavenly fire raises palm branches and burns but does not consume 
and is black. Earthly fire does not raise palm branches and is red, consumes and 
does not burn. And why did the Holy One, Blessed be He reveal Himself to 
Moses in this way? Because he [Moses] thought in his heart, saying, Maybe the 
Egyptians will destroy Israel. Therefore the Holy One, Blessed be He revealed 
Himself in a thorn-bush that was burning but not consumed. He said to him, just 
as the thorn-bush is burning but is not consumed, so too the Egyptians will not 
be able to destroy Israel. Alternatively, since the Holy One, Blessed be He was 
talking with Moses and he did not want stop his task [of minding the sheep], He 
showed him this thing so he would turn his face and see Him. You find this 
[intimated] from the beginning [of the verse]: "An angel of the LORD appeared 
to him" - yet Moses did not go. Once he stopped doing his task and went to see, 
immediately "God called him" (Exodus 3:4).
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