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1. You shall then recite as follows before the LORD your God: “My father was a wandering 
Aramean. He went down to Egypt with meager numbers and sojourned there; but there he 
became a great and very populous nation.  (Deuteronomy 26:5, used in the Magid section of the 
Hagaddah) 

2. We were slaves to Pharaoh in the land of Egypt. And the Lord, our God, took us out from 
there with a strong hand and an outstretched forearm. And if the Holy One, blessed be He, had 
not taken our ancestors from Egypt, behold we and our children and our children's 
children would [all] be enslaved to Pharaoh in Egypt. And even if we were all sages, all 
discerning, all elders, all knowledgeable about the Torah, it would be a commandment upon us to 
tell the story of the exodus from Egypt. And anyone who adds [and spends extra time] in telling 
the story of the exodus from Egypt, behold he is praiseworthy. (from the Magid section of the 
Hagaddah) 

ְּכִאּלּו הּוא ָיָצא ִמִּמְצַרִים, ֶׁשֶּנֱאַמר: ְוִהַּגְדָּת ְלִבְנ� ַּבּיֹום ַההּוא ֵלאֹמר, ַּבֲעבּור ֶזה  ִלְראֹות ֶאת־ַעְצמֹו  ְּבָכל־ּדֹור ָודֹור ַחָּיב ָאָדם  
ְּבֵצאִתי ִמִּמְצַרִים. לֹא ֶאת־ֲאבֹוֵתינּו ִּבְלָבד ָּגַאל ַהָּקדֹוׁש ָּברּו� הּוא, ֶאָּלא ַאף אֹוָתנּו ָּגַאל ִעָּמֶהםָעָׂשה ה' ִלי   . 

3. In each and every generation, a person is obligated to see himself as if he left Egypt, as it 
is stated (Exodus 13:8); "For the sake of this, did the Lord do [this] for me in my going out of 
Egypt." Not only our ancestors did the Holy One, blessed be He, redeem, but rather also us 
[together] with them did he redeem. (from Magid, Rabban Gamliel’s Three Things) 

4. Our rabbis teach that all Jews must see themselves as if they had come out of Egypt. The 
Exodus from Egypt is not a story of a distant past but a living memory which must shape our 
present lives and identities as Jews. Memory is a tricky thing in which we are not merely 
passive recipients of past events, but active participants in shaping the memory and 
determining its features.  (Rabbi Donniel Hartman) 

5. The process of storytelling — the process of remembering and revising — is in fact a 
fundamental function of community. It allows individuals to refold experiences anew year after 
year. If we are, as Johan Locke claimed, the sum of our memories, then we change not only the 
story but our individual selves every time we remember the Exodus. (JP in Passover, 
Memories, and the Power of Storytelling on My Jewish Learning) 


