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Parashat Mishpatim       Text Study for the Mishkan 
22 February 2020 
 
These are the rules (Exodus 21:1-11) 

ְּׁשבִ  ד ּוַב֨ ים ַיֲעֹב֑ ׁש ָׁשִנ֖ י ֵׁש֥ ֶבד ִעְבִר֔ י ִתְקֶנ֙ה ֶע֣ ם׃ ִּכ֤ ים ִלְפֵניֶהֽ ר ָּתִׂש֖ ים ֲאֶׁש֥ ֶּל֙ה ַהִּמְׁשָּפִט֔ ָחְפִׁש֖ ְוֵא֙ א ַלֽ ת ֵיֵצ֥ ם׃ ִע֔ י ִחָּנֽ
ה ִאְׁשּ֖תֹו ִעּֽמֹו׃ ִאם־ֲאֹדָני֙ו ִיֶּתן־֣לֹו אִ  ַעל ִאָּׁש֙ה ֔הּוא ְוָיְצָא֥ א ִאם־ַּב֤ א ְּבַגּ֣פֹו ֵיֵצ֑ ֹ֖ ים ֣אֹו ִאם־ְּבַגּ֥פֹו ָיב ה ְוָיְלָדה־֥לֹו ָבִנ֖ ָּׁש֔

א ְבַגּֽפֹו׃ וְ  יָה ְו֖הּוא ֵיֵצ֥ אֹדֶנ֔ יָה ִּתְהֶי֙ה ַלֽ ה ִויָלֶד֗ י ָב֑נֹות ָהִאָּׁש֣ י ֶאת־ִאְׁשִּת֖ ְבִּת֙י ֶאת־ֲאֹדִנ֔ ֶבד ָאַה֙ ר יֹאַמ֙ר ָהֶע֔ ִאם־ָאֹמ֤
ֶלת ֖אֹו ֶאל־ַהְּמזּוָז֑  ים ְוִהִּגיׁשֹ֙ו ֶאל־ַהֶּד֔ ֱא�ִה֔ י׃ ְוִהִּגיׁ֤שֹו ֲאֹדָני֙ו ֶאל־ָה֣ א ָחְפִׁשֽ א ֵאֵצ֖ ֹ֥ ע ֲאֹדָנ֤יו ֶאת־ְוֶאת־ָּבָנ֑י ל ה ְוָרַצ֨

ַע ַוֲעָב֖דֹו לְ  ם׃ ָאְזנֹ֙ו ַּבַּמְרֵצ֔  ֹעָלֽ
ה ְּבֵעיֵנ֧י ֲאֹדֶנ֛יָה ֲאֶׁשר־לא [ל֥  ים׃ ִאם־ָרָע֞ את ָהֲעָבִדֽ א ְּכֵצ֥ א ֵתֵצ֖ ֹ֥ ה ל יׁש ֶאת־ִּבּ֖תֹו ְלָאָמ֑ ר ִא֛ י־ִיְמֹּכ֥ ּה ְוִכֽ ֹו] ְיָעָד֖

ָּנה ְּכמִ  יָעֶד֑ ּה׃ ְוִאם־ִלְב֖נֹו ִיֽ ּה ְּבִבְגדֹו־ָבֽ ל ְלָמְכָר֖ י לֹא־ִיְמֹׁש֥ ם ָנְכִר֛ ּה ְלַע֥ ֶרת ְוֶהְפָּד֑ ּה׃ ִאם־ַאֶח֖ ט ַהָּב֖נֹות ַיֲעֶׂשה־ָּלֽ ְׁשַּפ֥
ה ִחּנָ֖  ּה ְוָיְצָא֥ ה ָל֑ א ַיֲעֶׂש֖ ֹ֥ ֶּלה ל ׁש־ֵא֔ ע׃ ְוִאם־ְׁשָל֨ א ִיְגָרֽ ֹ֥ ּה ל ּה ְוֹעָנָת֖ ּה ְּכסּוָת֥ ח־֑לֹו ְׁשֵאָר֛ ַּקֽ ֶסף׃ (ס)ִיֽ ין ָּכֽ  ם ֵא֥

 
These are the rules that you shall set before them: When you acquire a Hebrew slave, 
he shall serve six years; in the seventh year he shall go free, without payment. If he 
came single, he shall leave single; if he had a wife, his wife shall leave with him. If his 
master gave him a wife, and she has borne him children, the wife and her children shall 
belong to the master, and he shall leave alone. But if the slave declares, “I love my 
master, and my wife and children: I do not wish to go free,” his master shall take him 
before God. He shall be brought to the door or the doorpost, and his master shall pierce 
his ear with an awl; and he shall then remain his slave for life.  

When a man sells his daughter as a slave, she shall not be freed as male slaves 
are. If she proves to be displeasing to her master, who designated her for himself, he 
must let her be redeemed; he shall not have the right to sell her to outsiders, since he 
broke faith with her. And if he designated her for his son, he shall deal with her as is the 
practice with free maidens. If he marries another, he must not withhold from this one her 
food, her clothing, or her conjugal rights. If he fails her in these three ways, she shall go 
free, without payment. 
 
Nachmanides (Ramban, 13c. Spain) on Ex. 21:2 
When you acquire a Hebrew slave… 

The first rule/law (mishpat) begins with a Hebrew slave because in the release of 
the slave in the Seventh Year is a reminder of the going forth from Egypt; as it is 
remembered in the very first of the Ten Commandments, as it says there, “you shall 
remember that you were slaves in the Land of Egypt and Adonai your God redeemed 
you, therefore I command you this in this day” (Deut. 15:15). And there is another 
reminder, of the act of creation and Shabbat, for the Seventh Year is for the slave a 
cessation of work for his master, as is the seventh day.  
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Rashbam (Shlomo ben Meir, 12c. France) on Ex. 21:2 
When you acquire a Hebrew slave… 

The Torah speaks about a Jewish thief who did not have enough money to make 
restitution (compare Exodus 22,2, “if he is unable to make restitution he will be sold in 
settlement of what he stole,”) this applies to the thief who was sold by the court. 
 
Maimonides (Rambam, 12c. Egypt), Mishneh Torah, Slaves 2:12 
...a Hebrew servant can be acquired through the transfer of money or a bill of sale, and 
can acquire his freedom through one of five means: a) the conclusion of his years of 
servitude, b) the advent of the Jubilee year, c) by paying money, an amount reduced in 
consideration of the years he worked, d) through being given a bill of release, and e) 
through the death of the master without a son, or if the master is a gentile or a convert, 
even if he is survived by a son.  

It is a mitzvah to tell a servant: "Go out," at the time of his release. Nevertheless, 
even if his master does not tell him this, the servant attains his freedom without any 
cost. Nor is a bill of release required. Even if he had been sick and his master spent 
much on his medical expenses, the servant has no obligations to the master, as implied 
by Exodus 21:2: "He shall go free at no charge." 
 
Rabbi Morris J. Raphall sermon, “The Bible View of Slavery,” New York, 1861 
I next request your attention to the question, "Is slaveholding condemned as a sin in 
sacred Scripture?" How this question can at all arise in the mind of any man that has 
received a religious education, and is acquainted with the history of the Bible, is a 
phenomenon I cannot explain to myself, and which fifty years ago no man dreamed 
of…. The result to which the Bible view of slavery leads us is, First, that slavery has 
existed since earliest times; Second, that slaveholding is no sin, and that slave property 
is expressly placed under the protection of the Ten Commandments; Third, that the 
slave is a person, and has rights not conflicting with the lawful exercise of the rights of 
his owner. 
 
A response to Rabbi Raphall (sermon by Rabbi David Einhorn, Baltimore, 1861) 
The question simply is: Is Slavery a moral evil or not? And it took Dr. Raphall, a Jewish 
preacher, to concoct the deplorable farce in the name of divine authority, to proclaim the 
justification, the moral blamelessness of servitude, and to lay down the law to Christian 
preachers of opposite convictions. The Jew, a descendant of the race that offers daily 
praises to God for deliverance out of the house of bondage in Egypt, and even today 
suffers under the yoke of slavery in most places of the old world, crying out to God, 
undertook to designate slavery as a perfectly sinless institution, sanctioned by God! ...A 
more extraordinary phenomenon could hardly be imagined.... 
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A religion which exhorts to spare the mother from the bird's nest, cannot consent 
to the heart-rending spectacle of robbing a human mother of her child... Thus crumbles 
into a thousand fragments the rickety structure of Dr. Raphall... To proclaim in the name 
of Judaism, that God has consecrated the institution of slavery! Such a shame and 
reproach the Jewish religious press is in duty bound to disown and to disavow, if both 
are not to be stigmatized forever. If a Christian clergyman in Europe had delivered a 
sermon like that of Dr. Raphall, all the Jewish orthodox and reform pens would have 
immediately been set to work... to repel such a foul charge, and to inveigh against this 
desecration of God's holy name. Why should we, in America, keep silence when a 
Jewish preacher plays such pranks? 
 


