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Numbers 21:4-9
.1א. במדבר כ״א:ד׳-ט׳

ב  ֶר� ַים־֔סּוף ִלְסֹב֖ ר ָהָה֙ר ֶּד֣ (ד) ַוִּיְס֞עּו ֵמֹה֤
ֶר�׃  ם ַּבָּדֽ ֶפׁש־ָהָע֖ ר ֶנֽ ֶרץ ֱא֑דֹום ַוִּתְקַצ֥ ֶאת־ֶא֣

ה  א�ִהי֮ם ּוְבֹמֶׁש֒ה ָלָמ֤ ם ֵּבֽ ר ָהָע֗ (ה) ַוְיַדֵּב֣
ין  י ֵא֥ ר ִּכ֣ ִים ָל֖מּות ַּבִּמְדָּב֑ נּ֙ו ִמִּמְצַר֔ ֱעִליֻת֙ ֶהֽ

ֶחם  ָצה ַּבֶּל֖ נּו ָק֔ ִים ְוַנְפֵׁש֣ ין ַמ֔ ֶח֙ם ְוֵא֣ ֶל֨
ת  ם ֵא֚ ה ָּבָע֗ ח ְיהָו֜ ל׃ (ו) ַוְיַׁשַּל֨ ַהְּק�ֵקֽ

ם ַוָּיָ֥מת   ְיַנְּׁש֖כּו ֶאת־ָהָע֑ ים ַוֽ ים ַהְּׂשָרִפ֔ ַהְּנָחִׁש֣
ה  ם ֶאל־ֹמֶׁש֜ ל׃ (ז) ַוָּיבֹ֩א ָהָע֨ ב ִמִּיְׂשָרֵאֽ ַעם־ָר֖

 � יהָו֙ה ָוָב֔ ְרנּו ַבֽ י־ִדַּב֤ אנּו ִּכֽ ַוּיֹאְמ֣רּו ָחָט֗
ׁש  ינּו ֶאת־ַהָּנָח֑ ר ֵמָעֵל֖ ה ְוָיֵס֥ ִהְתַּפֵּל֙ל ֶאל־ְיהָו֔
ה  אֶמר ְיהָו֜ ֹ֨ ם׃ (ח) ַוּי ד ָהָעֽ ה ְּבַע֥ ל ֹמֶׁש֖ ַוִּיְתַּפֵּל֥
ים ֹא֖תֹו ַעל־ֵנ֑ס  ף ְוִׂש֥ ה ְל֙� ָׂשָר֔ ה ֲעֵׂש֤ ֶאל־ֹמֶׁש֗
י׃ (ט) ַוַּיַ֤עׂש  ה ֹא֖תֹו ָוָחֽ ְוָהָי֙ה ָּכל־ַהָּנׁ֔שּו� ְוָרָא֥

ה  הּו ַעל־ַהֵּנ֑ס ְוָהָי֗ ֶׁשת ַוְיִׂשֵמ֖ ׁש ְנֹח֔ ֹמֶׁש֙ה ְנַח֣
ׁש  יט ֶאל־ְנַח֥ יׁש ְוִהִּב֛ � ַהָּנָחׁ֙ש ֶאת־ִא֔ ִאם־ָנַׁש֤

י׃ ֶׁשת ָוָחֽ ַהְּנֹח֖

(4) They set out from Mount Hor by way 
of the Sea of Reeds to skirt the land of 
Edom. But the people grew restive on the 
journey, (5) and the people spoke against 
God and against Moses, “Why did you 
make us leave Egypt to die in the 
wilderness? There is no bread and no 
water, and we have come to loathe this 
miserable food.” (6) The LORD sent 
seraph serpents against the people. They 
bit the people and many of the Israelites 
died. (7) The people came to Moses and 
said, “We sinned by speaking against the 
LORD and against you. Intercede with 
the LORD to take away the serpents from 
us!” And Moses interceded for the 
people. (8) Then the LORD said to 
Moses, “Make a seraph figure and mount 
it on a standard. And if anyone who is 
bitten looks at it, he shall recover.” (9) 
Moses made a copper serpent and 
mounted it on a standard; and when 
anyone was bitten by a serpent, he would 
look at the copper serpent and recover.

Midrash Tanchuma, Beshalach 27:1
.2ב. מדרש תנחומא, בשלח כ״ז:א׳

 ַוַּיעׂש ְיהֹוֻׁשַע ַּכֲאֶׁשר ָאַמר לֹו ֹמֶׁשה ְוגֹו',
ְוָהָיה ַּכֲאֶׁשר ָיִרים ֹמֶׁשה ְוגֹו'. ְוִכי ָיָדיו ֶׁשל

ֹמֶׁשה עֹוׂשֹות ִמְלָחָמה אֹו ׁשֹוְברֹות ִמְלָחָמה.
ֶאָּלא ָּכל ְזַמן ֶׁשִּיְׂשָרֵאל ִמְסַּתְּכִלין ְּכַלֵּפי

ַמְעָלה ּוְמַׁשְעְּבִדין ֶאת ִלָּבן ַלֲאִביֶהם

So Joshua did as Moses had said to
him … and it came to pass, when
Moses held up his hand (Exod. 17:10–
11). Could the hand of Moses actually
wage war or cause a war to cease? This
indicates that whenever the Israelites
glanced upward and directed their hearts
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ֶׁשַּבָּׁשַמִים, ָהיּו ִמְתַּגְּבִרין, ְוִאם ָלאו, ָהיּו
נֹוְפִלין. ַּכּיֹוֵצא ּבֹו, ַוּיֹאֶמר ה' ֶאל ֹמֶׁשה
ֲעֵׂשה ְל� ָׂשָרף ְוגֹו' (במדבר כא, ח). ְוִכי

ָׂשָרף ֶׁשל ְנֹחֶׁשת ֵמִמית אֹו ְמַחֶּיה? ֶאָּלא ָּכל
ְזַמן ֶׁשִּיְׂשָרֵאל ִמְסַּתְּכִלין ְּכַלֵּפי ַמְעָלה

ּוְמַׁשְעְּבִדין ֶאת ִלָּבן ַלֲאִביֶהן ֶׁשַּבָּׁשַמִים, ָהיּו
ִמְתַרְּפִאין, ְוִאם ָלאו, ָהיּו ִנּמֹוִקין. ַּכיֹוֵצא
ּבֹו, ְוָהָיה ַהָּדם ָלֶכם ְלֹאת ְוגֹו' (שמות יב,
יג). ְוִכי ַהָּדם ַמֲהֵני ַלַּמְלָא� ַהַּמְׁשִחית אֹו

ְלִיְׂשָרֵאל. ֶאָּלא ִּבְזַמן ֶׁשָהיּו ִיְׂשָרֵאל נֹוְתִנין
ִמן ַהָּדם ַעל ִּפְתֵחיֶהם, ַהָּקדֹוׁש ָּברּו� הּוא

ִנְגָלה ְוָחס ֲעֵליֶהן, ֶׁשֶּנֱאַמר: ְוָרִאיִתי ֶאת
ַהָּדם ּוָפַסְחִּתי ְוגֹו', ְולֹא ִיֵּתן ַהַּמְׁשִחית ָלבֹא

ֶאל ָּבֵּתיֶכם ִלְנֹּגף (שמות יב, יג)

to their Father in Heaven, they were
strengthened, but if not, they were
defeated. Similarly, And the Lord said
unto Moses: “Make thee a fiery serpent,
and set it upon a pole; and it shall come
to pass that everyone that is bitten, when
he seeth it, shall live” (Num. 21:8). Can a
serpent of bronze cause death or life?
This, likewise, indicates that whenever
the Israelites looked upwards and
expressed their devotion to their
Heavenly Father, they were healed, but if
not, they were destroyed. Similarly, in the
verse And the blood shall be to you for a
token (Exod. 12:13), did the blood help
the angel of destruction or the Israelites?
The fact is that at the time the Israelites
smeared blood upon their doorposts, the
Holy One, blessed be He, revealed
Himself and had pity upon them, as it is
said: And when I see the blood, I will
pass over you (ibid.) i.e., the angel of
death will not be permitted to come to
your homes to smite you.

Exodus 17:8-13 .3ג. שמות י״ז:ח׳-י״ג
ל  ֶחם ִעם־ִיְׂשָרֵא֖ ק ַוִּיָּל֥ א ֲעָמֵל֑ ֹ֖ (ח) ַוָּיב

ַע֙  ה ֶאל־ְיהֹוֻׁש֙ אֶמר ֹמֶׁש֤ ֹ֨ ם׃ (ט) ַוּי ִּבְרִפיִדֽ
ר  ק ָמָח֗ ם ַּבֲעָמֵל֑ א ִהָּלֵח֣ ים ְוֵצ֖ נּו ֲאָנִׁש֔ ְּבַחר־ָל֣
ים  ה ָהֱא�ִה֖ ה ּוַמֵּט֥ אׁש ַהִּגְבָע֔ ֹ֣ י ִנָּצ֙ב ַעל־ר ָאֹנִכ֤

ַמר־לֹ֙ו  ר ָאֽ ַע ַּכֲאֶׁש֤ י׃ (י) ַוַּיַ֣עׂש ְיהֹוֻׁש֗ ְּבָיִדֽ
ן ְו֔חּור  ק ּוֹמֶׁש֙ה ַאֲהֹר֣ ם ַּבֲעָמֵל֑ ה ְלִהָּלֵח֖ ֹמֶׁש֔

ים  ר ָיִר֥ ה ַּכֲאֶׁש֨ ה׃ (יא) ְוָהָי֗ אׁש ַהִּגְבָעֽ ֹ֥ ָע֖לּו ר
יַח ָי֖דֹו  ר ָיִנ֛ ל ְוַכֲאֶׁש֥ ר ִיְׂשָרֵא֑ ה ָי֖דֹו ְוָגַב֣ ֹמֶׁש֛

ים  י ֹמֶׁש֙ה ְּכֵבִד֔ ק׃ (יב) ִויֵד֤ ר ֲעָמֵלֽ ְוָגַב֥
יָה  יו ַוֵּיֶׁ֣שב ָעֶל֑ ימּו ַתְחָּת֖ ֶבן ַוָּיִׂש֥ ַוִּיְקחּו־ֶא֛

יו ִמֶּז֤ה ֶאָח֙ד ּוִמֶּז֣ה  ְמ֣כּו ְבָיָד֗ ן ְו֜חּור ָּתֽ ְוַאֲהֹר֨
ֶמׁש׃ (יג)  א ַהָּׁשֽ ֹ֥ יו ֱאמּוָנ֖ה ַעד־ּב י ָיָד֛ ד ַוְיִה֥ ֶאָח֔

ק ְוֶאת־ַעּ֖מֹו  ַע ֶאת־ֲעָמֵל֥ ַוַּיֲח֧�ׁש ְיהֹוֻׁש֛
ֶרב׃ (פ) ְלִפי־ָחֽ

(8) Amalek came and fought with Israel at 
Rephidim. (9) Moses said to Joshua, 
“Pick some men for us, and go out and do 
battle with Amalek. Tomorrow I will 
station myself on the top of the hill, with 
the rod of God in my hand.” (10) Joshua 
did as Moses told him and fought with 
Amalek, while Moses, Aaron, and Hur 
went up to the top of the hill. (11) Then, 
whenever Moses held up his hand, Israel 
prevailed; but whenever he let down his 
hand, Amalek prevailed. (12) But Moses’ 
hands grew heavy; so they took a stone 
and put it under him and he sat on it, 
while Aaron and Hur, one on each side, 
supported his hands; thus his hands 
remained steady until the sun set. (13) 
And Joshua overwhelmed the people of 
Amalek with the sword.
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Do Prayer and Ritual "Work"?
 
Cantor Ellen Dreskin:
 
I'm unimpressed by the idea that prayer is just to make you feel good or feel
better.  Prayer is also supposed to challenge you.  I appreciate the quote, "Prayer
comforts the afflicted and afflicts the comfortable."  I like that a lot.  There's often
too much emphasis on feeling good.  It's all about changing yourself in order to
change the world.  When you walk out a better person, prayer works.
 

.4ד.

Rabbi Sheryl Lewart:
 
Prayer changes and affects the person who prays because prayer opens the heart.
Prayer lets down the barriers between our intimate longings, our private pain, our
anxious clutching fears, and everything else. The very interiority of a prayer
experience (even a prayer as brief as "Wow") opens and exposes our tender hearts.

.5ה.

Rabbi Nehemia Polen:
 
I use an acronym to summarize my method of prayer, PRAY. The P is presence,
meaning the first thing you have to do is know where you are. That could be
meditation, or psalms, or even just being aware I walked into a synagogue or into
a beautiful field or here I am in my body. R is resonance, whether the sound of the
letters or of a niggun [wordless melody], being aware of yourself as a vocal
emitter. Singers talk about their instrument -- that's the voice. A is alignment,
meaning align all the different levels: body, sound, and semantic meaning of the
word; what it means to you; how it relates to you at this moment. And the Y is
YES! You ask if prayer gets answered. This prayer gets answered every time.
When you do this, and surrender it, just let the whole thing go, the answer is yes.
Immediately.
 
Yes, immediately. The Baal Shem Tov taught his students that every prayer is
answered immediately. It's reported that his student's raised their eyebrows, so it's
not as if people were crazy or stupid, but he insisted yes, every prayer is answered
the instant it is uttered. That is the moment.
 
What we really want always is intimacy -- with God, however I understand God;
with other human beings; with the universe; with my own deep self. And when I
do this, I feel that intimacy immediately, and that's "yes." That's "yes."

.6ו.

Numbers 20:7-11 .7ז. במדבר כ׳:ז׳-י״א
ח  ר׃ (ח) ַק֣ ה ֵּלאֹמֽ ר ְיהָו֖ה ֶאל־ֹמֶׁש֥ (ז) ַוְיַדֵּב֥

ן  ל ֶאת־ָהֵעָד֙ה ַאָּת֙ה ְוַאֲהֹר֣ ה ְוַהְקֵה֤ ֶאת־ַהַּמֶּט֗
ן  ם ְוָנַת֣ ַלע ְלֵעיֵניֶה֖ ם ֶאל־ַהֶּס֛ י� ְוִדַּבְרֶּת֧ ָאִח֔

(7) and the LORD spoke to Moses, 
saying, (8) “You and your brother Aaron 
take the rod and assemble the 
community, and before their very eyes 
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ַלע  ִי֙ם ִמן־ַהֶּס֔ ם ַמ֙ יו ְוהֹוֵצאָת֨ ָלֶה֥ ֵמיָמ֑
ח  ם׃ (ט) ַוִּיַּק֥ ה ְוֶאת־ְּבִעיָרֽ ְוִהְׁשִקיָת֥ ֶאת־ָהֵעָד֖
הּו׃ ר ִצָּוֽ ה ִמִּלְפֵנ֣י ְיהָו֑ה ַּכֲאֶׁש֖ ה ֶאת־ַהַּמֶּט֖ ֹמֶׁש֛
ל ֶאל־ְּפֵנ֣י  ן ֶאת־ַהָּקָה֖ ה ְוַאֲהֹר֛ לּו ֹמֶׁש֧ (י) ַוַּיְקִה֜

ים  ם ִׁשְמעּו־ָנ֙א ַהֹּמִר֔ אֶמר ָלֶה֗ ֹ֣ ַלע ַוּי ַהָּס֑
ִים׃ (יא)  יא ָלֶכ֖ם ָמֽ ה נֹוִצ֥ ַלע ַהֶּז֔ ֲהִמן־ַהֶּס֣

הּו  ַלע ְּבַמֵּט֖ ה ֶאת־ָי֗דֹו ַוַּי֧ � ֶאת־ַהֶּס֛ ֶרם ֹמֶׁש֜ ַוָּי֨
ה  ְׁשְּת ָהֵעָד֖ ים ַוֵּת֥ ִים ַרִּב֔ ִים ַוֵּיְצאּ֙ו ַמ֣ ַּפֲעָמ֑

ם׃ (ס) ּוְבִעיָרֽ

order the rock to yield its water. Thus you 
shall produce water for them from the 
rock and provide drink for the 
congregation and their beasts.” (9) Moses 
took the rod from before the LORD, as 
He had commanded him. (10) Moses and 
Aaron assembled the congregation in 
front of the rock; and he said to them, 
“Listen, you rebels, shall we get water for 
you out of this rock?” (11) And Moses 
raised his hand and struck the rock twice 
with his rod. Out came copious water, 
and the community and their beasts 
drank.
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