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The Jewish Art of Constructive Disagreement:
Why it is so difficult, and necessary



άwŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎƭȅ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀƴǘ 
Americans are better neighbors 
and better citizens than secular 
Americansτthey are more 
generous with their time and 
money, especially in helping the 
needy, and they are more active 
ƛƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƭƛŦŜΦέ
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A) Intuitions come first, strategic reasoning second

B) There are 6 intuitive foundations of morality

C) Morality binds and blinds

Moral Psychology
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Plato: Reason is the Master

Reason can and should rule over

the passions



Hume: Reason is the servant
άReason is, and ought only to be the slave of 
the passions, and can never pretend to any 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƻōŜȅ ǘƘŜƳΦέ 



Motivated Reasoning 
If we WANT to believe X, we ask: άCan-I-Believe-LǘΚέ
LŦ ǿŜ 5hbΩ¢ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻΣ ǿŜ ŀǎƪΥ άMust-I-Believe-LǘΚέ



Implications for Constructive Disagreement

1) As passions rise on both sides, so does motivated 
ǊŜŀǎƻƴƛƴƎΦ ²Ŝ ƴƻǿ ƘŀǾŜ άǇƻǎǘ ǘǊǳǘƘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎέ

нύ ¸ƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ǎǇŜŀƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘǳƛǘƛƻƴǎ 
first: build trust, reduce motivated reasoning. (Small 
groups are ideal)
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1. Care/harm



Care & Compassion are big at leftist events



2. Fairness/cheating



The left often sees fairness as equality,
linked to compassion


