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Numbers 20:1-13
.1א. במדבר כ׳:א׳-י״ג

ה  ֵעָד֤ ְׂשָרֵאל ָּכל־ָה֨ י־ִי֠ אּו ְבֵנֽ (א) ַוָּיֹב֣
ם  ִראׁ֔שֹון ַוֵּיֶׁ֥שב ָהָע֖ ֶדׁש ָהֽ ִמְדַּבר־ִצ֙ן ַּבֹח֣

ם׃ (ב)  ר ָׁשֽ ם ַוִּתָּקֵב֖ ָמת ָׁש֙ם ִמְרָי֔ ׁש ַוָּת֤ ְּבָקֵד֑
ה  ֲה֔לּו ַעל־ֹמֶׁש֖ ה ַוִּיָּק֣ ִים ָלֵעָד֑ ָיה ַמ֖ ְולֹא־ָה֥

ה  ם ִעם־ֹמֶׁש֑ ן׃ (ג) ַוָּי֥ ֶרב ָהָע֖ ל־ַאֲהֹרֽ ְוַעֽ
ינּו ִלְפֵנ֥י  ר ְו֥לּו ָגַוְ֛ענּו ִּבְגַו֥ע ַאֵח֖ ַוּיֹאְמ֣רּו ֵלאֹמ֔

ה  ל ְיהָו֔ ה ֲהֵבאֶת֙ם ֶאת־ְקַה֣ ה׃ (ד) ְוָלָמ֤ ְיהָוֽ
ם ֲאַנְ֖חנּו  ר ַהֶּז֑ה ָל֣מּות ָׁש֔ ֶאל־ַהִּמְדָּב֖

ִים  נּ֙ו ִמִּמְצַר֔ ֱעִליֻת֙ ה ֶהֽ נּו׃ (ה) ְוָלָמ֤ ּוְבִעיֵרֽ
א ׀  ֹ֣ ע ַהֶּז֑ה ל נּו ֶאל־ַהָּמ֥קֹום ָהָר֖ יא ֹאָת֔ ְלָהִב֣
ִין  ִים ַא֖ ֶפ֙ן ְוִרּ֔מֹון ּוַמ֥ ַרע ּוְתֵאָנ֤ה ְוֶג֙ ְמ֣קֹום ֶז֗

ל  ן ִמְּפֵנ֣י ַהָּקָה֗ ה ְוַאֲהֹר֜ ִלְׁשּֽתֹות׃ (ו) ַוָּיבֹ֩א ֹמֶׁש֨
ם   ִּיְּפ֖לּו ַעל־ְּפֵניֶה֑ ד ַוֽ ֶהל מֹוֵע֔ ַת֙ח ֹא֣ ֶאל־ֶּפ֙

ר  ם׃ (פ) (ז) ַוְיַדֵּב֥ א ְכבֹוד־ְיהָו֖ה ֲאֵליֶהֽ ַוֵּיָר֥
ה  ח ֶאת־ַהַּמֶּט֗ ר׃ (ח) ַק֣ ה ֵּלאֹמֽ ְיהָו֖ה ֶאל־ֹמֶׁש֥

י�  ן ָאִח֔ ל ֶאת־ָהֵעָד֙ה ַאָּת֙ה ְוַאֲהֹר֣ ְוַהְקֵה֤
יו  ן ֵמיָמ֑ ם ְוָנַת֣ ַלע ְלֵעיֵניֶה֖ ם ֶאל־ַהֶּס֛ ְוִדַּבְרֶּת֧

ַלע ְוִהְׁשִקיָת֥  ִי֙ם ִמן־ַהֶּס֔ ם ַמ֙ ְוהֹוֵצאָת֨ ָלֶה֥
ה  ח ֹמֶׁש֛ ם׃ (ט) ַוִּיַּק֥ ה ְוֶאת־ְּבִעיָרֽ ֶאת־ָהֵעָד֖
הּו׃ (י)  ר ִצָּוֽ ה ִמִּלְפֵנ֣י ְיהָו֑ה ַּכֲאֶׁש֖ ֶאת־ַהַּמֶּט֖
ל ֶאל־ְּפֵנ֣י  ן ֶאת־ַהָּקָה֖ ה ְוַאֲהֹר֛ לּו ֹמֶׁש֧ ַוַּיְקִה֜

ים  ם ִׁשְמעּו־ָנ֙א ַהֹּמִר֔ אֶמר ָלֶה֗ ֹ֣ ַלע ַוּי ַהָּס֑
ִים׃ (יא)  יא ָלֶכ֖ם ָמֽ ה נֹוִצ֥ ַלע ַהֶּז֔ ֲהִמן־ַהֶּס֣

הּו  ַלע ְּבַמֵּט֖ ה ֶאת־ָי֗דֹו ַוַּי֧ � ֶאת־ַהֶּס֛ ֶרם ֹמֶׁש֜ ַוָּי֨
ה  ְׁשְּת ָהֵעָד֖ ים ַוֵּת֥ ִים ַרִּב֔ ִים ַוֵּיְצאּ֙ו ַמ֣ ַּפֲעָמ֑

ה  אֶמר ְיהָו֮ה ֶאל־ֹמֶׁש֣ ֹ֣ ם׃ (ס) (יב) ַוּי ּוְבִעיָרֽ

(1) The Israelites arrived in a body at the 
wilderness of Zin on the first new moon, 
and the people stayed at Kadesh. Miriam 
died there and was buried there. (2) The 
community was without water, and they 
joined against Moses and Aaron. (3) The 
people quarreled with Moses, saying, “If 
only we had perished when our brothers 
perished at the instance of the LORD! (4) 
Why have you brought the LORD’s 
congregation into this wilderness for us 
and our beasts to die there? (5) Why did 
you make us leave Egypt to bring us to 
this wretched place, a place with no grain 
or figs or vines or pomegranates? There 
is not even water to drink!” (6) Moses and 
Aaron came away from the congregation 
to the entrance of the Tent of Meeting, 
and fell on their faces. The Presence of 
the LORD appeared to them, (7) and the 
LORD spoke to Moses, saying, (8) “You 
and your brother Aaron take the rod and 
assemble the community, and before their 
very eyes order the rock to yield its 
water. Thus you shall produce water for 
them from the rock and provide drink for 
the congregation and their beasts.” (9) 
Moses took the rod from before the 
LORD, as He had commanded him. (10) 
Moses and Aaron assembled the 
congregation in front of the rock; and he 
said to them, “Listen, you rebels, shall we 
get water for you out of this rock?” (11) 
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ִני  ְקִּדיֵׁש֔ י ְלַה֨ ם ִּב֔ ַען לֹא־ֶהֱאַמְנֶּת֣ ל־ַאֲהֹר֒ן ַי֚ ְוֶאֽ
יאּ֙ו  א ָתִב֙ ֹ֤ ן ל ל ָלֵכ֗ ְלֵעיֵנ֖י ְּבֵנ֣י ִיְׂשָרֵא֑

ִּתי  ֶרץ ֲאֶׁשר־ָנַת֥ ה ֶאל־ָהָא֖ ל ַהֶּז֔ ֶאת־ַהָּקָה֣
ה ֲאֶׁשר־ָר֥בּו  י ְמִריָב֔ ָּמה ֵמ֣ ם׃ (יג) ֵה֚ ָלֶהֽ
ם׃ (ס) ׁש ָּבֽ ל ֶאת־ְיהָו֑ה ַוִּיָּקֵד֖ י־ִיְׂשָרֵא֖ ְבֵנֽ

And Moses raised his hand and struck the 
rock twice with his rod. Out came 
copious water, and the community and 
their beasts drank. (12) But the LORD 
said to Moses and Aaron, “Because you 
did not trust Me enough to affirm My 
sanctity in the sight of the Israelite 
people, therefore you shall not lead this 
congregation into the land that I have 
given them.” (13) Those are the Waters of 
Meribah—meaning that the Israelites 
quarrelled with the LORD—through 
which He affirmed His sanctity.

Numbers 20:23-29 .2ב. במדבר כ׳:כ״ג-כ״ט
ן  ל־ַאֲהֹר֖ ה ְוֶאֽ אֶמר ְיהָו֛ה ֶאל־ֹמֶׁש֥ ֹ֧ (כג) ַוּי

ר׃  ֶרץ־ֱא֖דֹום ֵלאֹמֽ ר ַעל־ְּג֥בּול ֶאֽ ר ָהָה֑ ְּבֹה֣
א ָיבֹ֙א  ֹ֤ י ל יו ִּכ֣ ף ַאֲהֹר֙ן ֶאל־ַעָּמ֔ (כד) ֵיָאֵס֤

ל  ל ַע֛ ִּתי ִלְבֵנ֣י ִיְׂשָרֵא֑ ר ָנַת֖ ֶרץ ֲאֶׁש֥ ֶאל־ָהָא֔
ה׃ (כה)  י ְמִריָבֽ י ְלֵמ֥ ם ֶאת־ִּפ֖ ֲאֶׁשר־ְמִריֶת֥

ם  ַעל ֹאָת֖ ן ְוֶאת־ֶאְלָעָז֖ר ְּב֑נֹו ְוַה֥ ת־ַאֲהֹר֔ ח ֶאֽ ַק֚
ת־ַאֲהֹר֙ן  ט ֶאֽ ר׃ (כו) ְוַהְפֵׁש֤ ר ָהָהֽ ֹה֥

ם ֶאת־ֶאְלָעָז֣ר ְּב֑נֹו  יו ְוִהְלַּבְׁשָּת֖ ֶאת־ְּבָגָד֔
ה  ם׃ (כז) ַוַּיַ֣עׂש ֹמֶׁש֔ ת ָׁשֽ ף ּוֵמ֥ ן ֵיָאֵס֖ ְוַאֲהֹר֥

ר  ר ָהָה֔  ַּיֲעלּ֙ו ֶאל־ֹה֣ ר ִצָּו֣ה ְיהָו֑ה ַוֽ ַּכֲאֶׁש֖
ה  ה׃ (כח) ַוַּיְפֵׁש֩ט ֹמֶׁש֨ ְלֵעיֵנ֖י ָּכל־ָהֵעָדֽ

ׁש ֹאָת֙ם  יו ַוַּיְלֵּב֤ ן ֶאת־ְּבָגָד֗ ת־ַאֲהֹר֜ ֶאֽ
אׁש  ֹ֣ ם ְּבר ן ָׁש֖ ֶאת־ֶאְלָעָז֣ר ְּב֔נֹו ַוָּיָ֧מת ַאֲהֹר֛
ר׃ (כט)  ה ְוֶאְלָעָז֖ר ִמן־ָהָהֽ ר ַוֵּי֧ ֶרד ֹמֶׁש֛ ָהָה֑

ן ַוִּיְבּ֤כּו  י ָגַו֖ע ַאֲהֹר֑ ה ִּכ֥ ֵעָד֔ ַוִּיְראּ֙ו ָּכל־ָה֣
ל׃  ית ִיְׂשָרֵאֽ ל ֵּב֥ ים ֔יֹום ֹּכ֖ ת־ַאֲהֹר֙ן ְׁש�ִׁש֣ ֶאֽ

(ס)

(23) At Mount Hor, on the boundary of 
the land of Edom, the LORD said to 
Moses and Aaron, (24) “Let Aaron be 
gathered to his kin: he is not to enter the 
land that I have assigned to the Israelite 
people, because you disobeyed my 
command about the waters of Meribah. 
(25) Take Aaron and his son Eleazar and 
bring them up on Mount Hor. (26) Strip 
Aaron of his vestments and put them on 
his son Eleazar. There Aaron shall be 
gathered unto the dead.” (27) Moses did 
as the LORD had commanded. They 
ascended Mount Hor in the sight of the 
whole community. (28) Moses stripped 
Aaron of his vestments and put them on 
his son Eleazar, and Aaron died there on 
the summit of the mountain. When 
Moses and Eleazar came down from the 
mountain, (29) the whole community 
knew that Aaron had breathed his last. 
All the house of Israel bewailed Aaron 
thirty days.

Midrash HaGadol on Parshat Chukkat:
And the nation fought with Moses: It is also said, Moses and Aaron were sitting
inside crying and Israel was crying outside, and Moses was not aware of them for
six hours.
They entered and said to him, "How long will you cry?!" He said to them, "Should
I not cry over my sister who has died?!" They said to him, "As you cry over one
soul, cry for us, for we have no water to drink!"

.3ג.
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Immediately he stood up, went out with them, saw that the well was dry and that
they were fighting with him. He said to them, "Is it not as I said? I alone am not
able to carry you. (Deut 1:9)"

.4ד.

Rabbi Lisa Grushcow, "Grappling with Death and the Need to Mourn" 
 
 
The ritual of the “red heifer,” parah adumah, has long been the subject of debate
(Numbers 19:1-10).  . . . My own suggestion is simply that the ritual teaches us
that both life and death require contact, and that the contact with mortality has
consequences. Who has not felt the impact of being in the physical presence of
death? We know that the demand for this purification ritual was high throughout
the time of the Second Temple, and even after its destruction.2 We see its vestiges
when we wash our hands after attending a funeral or going to the cemetery. The
first lesson of Chukat is that contact with death requires attention. We do not
simply go on with our business.
 
Moses and Aaron seem to learn this the hard way. Miriam dies, and the story goes
on (Numbers 20:1). There is no account of the people mourning her. Not even
Moses and Aaron stop to mourn. It is not clear whether this is due to their own
ignorance or on account of pressure from the people. We do know that right after
this loss, the Israelites show a remarkable insensitivity, complaining to Moses and
Aaron: “Why have you brought the Eternal’s congregation into this wilderness for
us and our beasts to die there?” (Numbers 20:2). They do not understand the basic
rule of shiva calls: that the focus is on the mourner, not the visitor. Abarbanel
(Portuguese, 15th century) notes that their complaint comes “just at the time when
they ought to have comforted them [Moses and Aaron] for the loss of their sister.”
No wonder Moses and Aaron act out and strike the rock, leading to a harsh
reminder of their own mortality: God’s edict that they will not live to see the
Promised Land. Not mourning Miriam was a mistake with many consequences. It
is a double loss for her family and her people. Not only are they missing her
wisdom (Gersonides observes that as the eldest sibling and a prophet, Miriam
would have kept her brothers from doing anything so stupid as hitting the rock),
but also they are missing the opportunity for healing and reflection that mourning
can bring.
 

.5ה.

Numbers Rabbah 19:20
When Moses and Elazar descended from the mountain, all the people gathered 
against them and demanded of them, “Where is Aaron?” They said to them: 
“Dead.” They replied, “How could the Angel of Death touch him, a man who stood 
up against the Angel of Death and stopped him, as it is written, he stood between 
the living and the dead(Numbers 17:13)? If you bring him [back to us], good; if 
not, we will stone you!” At that moment, Moses stood in prayer and said, “Ruler of 
the world, free us from suspicion!” Immediately, the Blessed Holy One opened the 
cave [where Aaron lay dead] and showed it to them, as it is said, the people saw 
that Aaron had breathed his last.  



 

Strikingly, when Aaron dies, his loss is handled very differently (Numbers 20:22-
29). This could be understood as sexism: all too often, the Miriams among our
leaders are passed over in both life and death, while the Aarons get the glory. This
may well be true. But it is also true that we can find a learning curve in
this parashah, as the Israelites learn to navigate death. They may not want to
believe that Aaron has died, but once they see it, they mourn him.
Aaron’s passing is presented as the ideal of a good death. He gets to pass down his
legacy, in the form of his priestly garments, to his son Eleazar. His brother Moses
is with him when he ascends to his deathbed, stretches out his hands, closes his
mouth, closes his eyes, and dies. There is a light by his deathbed, and the Divine
Presence is felt. He is not alone. Rashi writes, “at that moment, Moses longed for
that self-same death” (Rashi on Numbers 20:26). Indeed, we are later assured that
God tends to Moses when his time comes, and his people mourn him.

Rabbi Lisa Edwards, "The Gift of Grief"
 
The dramatic episode of Moses striking the rock occurs at a place, ironically or
pointedly, called Kadesh (same Hebrew root as the Mourner’s Kaddish). When
Moses hits the rock twice, God says to Moses and Aaron: “Because you did not
trust Me enough to affirm My sanctity in the sight of the Israelite people, therefore
you shall not lead this congregation into the land that I have given them” (20:12).
When God reprimands Moses because he “has not affirmed My sanctity”—L’hak-
di-shei-ni—we again encounter the same Hebrew root as Kaddish, a prayer that
makes no mention of death, but simply praises God. Is God indignantly
(mournfully?) stating, “You did not say Kaddish to me when Miriam died”?
English

.6ו.
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