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Dear Central Community:

On behalf of our clergy, staff, and 
leadership we are excited to share 
some of our upcoming opportunities 
for the fall. In 1917 the great Jewish 
thinker Franz Rosenzweig said to a 
class of adult learners that he hoped 
in their studies they would find a 
homecoming. 100 years later, we wish for you the same through your 
engagement at Central. We hope that the time you spend here will 
deepen your feelings of community. We hope that through exploring 
our tradition you find a home within Jewish thought or Jewish deeds. 
We hope that through a CORE group you might find a cohort of people 
who challenge and anchor you. May the moments at Central be 
something of a homecoming.

You will notice that our offerings are focused on relationships and 
connections. No matter how you choose to engage, may it be a 
chance to build community and further your bond with Judaism. 
Whether you volunteer to serve breakfast to those in need, go on 
retreat, attend a lecture, or commit to a weekly class, we look forward 
to welcoming you home. And remember that our offerings change, so 
be sure to check our website for new opportunities as they develop. 

Sincerely,

Rabbi Nicole Auerbach and Rabbi Ari Lorge

All Adult Engagement programs require RSVPs.

To RSVP or to learn more, visit our website: 
www.centralsynagogue.org/AdultEd

Our programs are open to the public, but Central Synagogue 
members will receive priority registration. 

Please note: this is only a complete listing at the time of publication. 
Visit our website for the most up-to-date program information.



Melton Courses
These courses will run contingent upon a minimum required registration.

The Florence Melton School of Adult Jewish Learning (Melton for short) is 
an internationally renowned, formal program for adult Jewish study. It offers 
a pluralistic, well-rounded, and sophisticated approach, and provides a 
comprehensive exploration of Jewish thought, practice, ethics, and history. 

Visit www.centralsynagogue.org/Melton to see full course descriptions, detailed 
pricing and register. For questions, email Lauren Dickel at dickell@censyn.org.

MELTON CORE CORRICULUM

Melton Year One: Jewish Thought and Practice
Sept. 12, 2017 - May 1, 2018 
Tuesdays, 6:30 - 8:45pm with Rachel Dulitz and Lisa Lisser
This class examines a wide variety of Jewish sources to explore Judaism’s 
foundational ideas, and to discover deeper meanings underlying Jewish 
holidays, life-cycles and Jewish practice. 

Melton Year Two: Collective Memory and Ethics
Sept. 12, 2017 - May 1, 2018   
Tuesdays, 9:30 - 11:45am, with Rabbi Nicole Auerbach & Rabbi Ari Lorge 
Tuesdays, 6:30 - 8:45pm, with Lisa Lisser and Harmon Grossman
Melton year two explores moments in Jewish history to understand our 
collective identity and delves into modern issues in Jewish ethics.

MELTON SCHOLAR COURSES

Jewish Denominations – Challenges of Modernity
Sept. 19 - Dec. 12, 2017 
Tuesdays, 9:30 - 11:00am with Rabbi Rebecca Rosenthal
This course examines Jewish identity and religious expression against  
the backdrop of dramatic political and social change. No prior Melton 
experience required. 

BeMidbar – Leadership Defied and Defended
Sept. 18 - Nov. 27, 2017 
Mondays, 10:45am - 12:15pm with Rabbi David Kalb
Together, we’ll survey the dramatic events of the fourth book of the Torah, 
Sefer BeMidbar, through analysis of biblical texts, artwork and related 
commentaries, old and new. 

Shemot I – From Slavery to Sinai    Wait List
Sept. 14 - Dec. 14, 2017  
Thursdays, 5:30 - 7:00 pm with Rabbi Peter Rubinstein & Joe Septimus
This course brings us the Egyptian narrative of our people from “Pharaoh’s 
Paranoia” and “Moshe’s CV,” to the dramatic story of our rescue and survival 
in the wilderness during “Into the Sea” and “Manna from Heaven.” *This 
course is currently at full capacity. To get your name added to the wait list, 
please contact Lauren Dickel at (212) 838-5122 ext. 4005.

Melton

http://www.centralsynagogue.org/engage/adult_engagement/melton
http://www.centralsynagogue.org/engage/adult_engagement/melton#skiplink_2


Ongoing Classes
Please visit www.centralsynagogue.org/AdultEd to learn more and register.

     Meditation
Sept. 11, 2017 - May 28, 2018 
Mondays, 8:20 - 8:50am with 5th year Rabbinical Student Jesse Paikin
Interested in building a meditation practice? Wondering “what’s Jewish” 
about meditation? In this weekly drop-in class, we will practice mindfulness 
meditation with additional inspiration from Jewish text and tradition. No prior 
meditation or text study experience required.

Alper Talmud Study
Sept. 15, 2017 - Jun. 8, 2018 
Fridays, 8:15 - 9:15am 
Dena Weiss, Head of Beit Midrash, Mechon Hadar
Explore one of the most radical rabbinic texts in all of Judaism, the 
Babylonian Talmud. The class will delve into the Talmudic texts that serve as 
a paradigm for Jewish innovation and rabbinic creativity and we’ll use them to 
discover the profound roots of our modern-day faith.

Weekly Torah Study
Wednesdays, 12 - 1:15pm with Rabbi Maurice Salth
This class uses the Plaut Modern Commentary on the Torah and many other 
texts and commentaries to understand the weekly portion from both ancient 
and modern perspectives. 

Bible and Bagels
Sept. 13, 2017 - Jun. 27, 2018 
Wednesdays, 8:15 - 9:15am with Rabbi David Kalb
Bible & Bagels was born more than 25 years ago when a small group of 
Central congregants got together with the goal of studying the Torah verse by 
verse. Each week, the class convenes with Rabbi David Kalb to take another 
small step forward in understanding our most important text.

Kings, Prophets and Rebellions: Schism and Unity in the Bible
Wednesdays, 1:30 - 2:30pm with Cantor Suzanne Skloot
Journey through some of the earliest Jewish dramas—a divided people and a 
community searching for a common purpose—and uncover the contemporary 
wisdom in these epic tales. 

OngoingSemest

INCLUSION AND SPECIAL NEEDS
Central Synagogue is an inclusive institution, open to all types of learners. If you have 
a vision or hearing impairment, need help with mobility, or have any other special 
needs, please let us know and we’ll make our best effort to accommodate you.

PASTORAL CARE AND AFFINITY GROUPS
We offer pastoral support for those members of our community dealing with
seriously ill loved ones or the loss of a spouse. For more information, please contact 
Rabbi Marion Lev-Cohen at levcohenm@censyn.org or (212) 838-5122 x1009.

new

http://www.centralsynagogue.org/calendar/detail/2166
http://www.centralsynagogue.org/calendar/detail/36
http://www.centralsynagogue.org/calendar/detail/294
http://www.centralsynagogue.org/calendar/detail/40
http://www.centralsynagogue.org/calendar/detail/1511


OngoingSemestSemester-Long Courses
Please visit www.centralsynagogue.org/AdultEd to learn more and register.

    iEngage: Foundations for a New Relationship
Oct. 24, Oct. 31, Nov. 7, Nov. 14 
Tuesdays, 11am - 12:30pm with Rabbi Marion Lev-Cohen 
This course explores the current relationship between Israel and world Jewry. 
Topics in this course will include core issues such as Israel as the sovereign 
expression of Jewish peoplehood and the Homeland of the Jewish People, 
Israel as a Jewish and democratic state, religious pluralism and human rights.

    Teachings of Wonder, Wisdom and Values
Sept. 14 - Dec. 14, 2017  
Thursdays, 7:15 - 8:15pm with Joe Septimus
We will explore selected teachings from Torah, Talmud, Midrash, medieval, 
modern and contemporary sources. Our texts and discussions will enhance 
and deepen our appreciation of life’s wisdom and Jewish values. All texts will 
be in English. No prior text study experience required.

    The Book of Genesis: The Poetry of Life Begins
Oct. 11, 2017 - Jan. 17, 2018 
Wednesdays, 10:30 - 11:50am with Jessica Greenbaum
Join award winning poet Jessica Greenbaum for a unique experience of 
studying the weekly Torah portions of Genesis. In this special series, you 
will look closely at those themes in each parsha which reflect the human 
condition as we experience it here and now, and you will have the opportunity 
to read related poems and write your own. No prior poetry or Judaic 
knowledge required. 

    Adult B’nei Mitzvah
The Adult B’nei Mitzvah program at Central provides an intimate and 
supportive community for students to study liturgy, Hebrew, trope (Torah 
chanting), and Dvar Torah writing with our clergy. This course is only open to 
Central members. For more information, please visit our website.

Exploring Judaism
Directed by Rabbi Lisa Rubin
Open to non-Jews considering a Jewish life or conversion, and their Jewish 
partners (if applicable). This 22-week course will give students a foundation 
in the basic tenets of Judaism. History, holidays, life-cycle events, theology, 
prayer, and communal life will be explored through foundational Jewish 
texts, beliefs, and customs. Cohorts beginning every other month starting in 
September 2017. Registration as well as a preliminary meeting with Rabbi 
Rubin are required. To learn more or register, please visit
www.centralsynagogue.org/CEJ.
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http://www.centralsynagogue.org/calendar/detail/2155/2017-10-24/2017-10-24
http://www.centralsynagogue.org/calendar/detail/2167/2017-09-14/2017-09-14
http://www.centralsynagogue.org/calendar/detail/2168/2017-10-11/2017-10-11
http://www.centralsynagogue.org/engage/adult_engagement/adult-bnei-mitzvah
http://www.centralsynagogue.org/engage/adult_engagement/exploring_judaism


Semest
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Miniseries
Please visit www.centralsynagogue.org/AdultEd to learn more and register.

And They Lifted Up Their Voices: Women in Jewish Tradition
Oct. 18, Nov. 1, Nov. 15, Nov. 29, Dec. 13
Every Other Wednesday, 6:30 - 7:30pm with Shani Ben Or, Cantorial Intern
This class will dive deep into narratives featuring Jewish women protagonists. 
We will explore the challenges these narratives have posed over time and the 
dynamic impact they continue to have on Jewish identity.

Exploring Jewish Music with Cantor Mutlu
The Development of Jewish Music 
Wednesday, Nov. 8, 2017, 6:00 - 7:30pm
This class will explore the origins of Jewish music and its subsequent 
development to the modern day. Distinct major periods of Jewish music will 
be illuminated and discussed.

An Introduction to the Golden Age of Chazzanut 
Wednesday, Dec. 20, 2017, 6:00 - 7:30pm
Discover what made the period of Jewish music from 1890-1950 one of the 
greatest artistic achievements in our tradition.

Lunch and Learn Series with Conductor Cesare Civetta
Oct. 30, Nov. 20, Dec. 11: 12:30 - 2:00pm
Join conductor, author and educator, Cesare Civetta, for one, two or three, 
Lunch and Learn multimedia presentations this fall. During these hour-
long presentations, Civetta will take us deep into the musical lives of many 
renowned Jewish artists. Topics include: How Toscanini Fought Hitler’s 
Persecution of the Jews, How Shostakovich Survived to Protest Stalin’s Anti-
Semitism, and A Tribute to Elie Wiesel. Programs will last approximately one 
hour, followed by Q&A. Registration opens late September.

Walking Tours
Visit www.centralsynagogue.org/AdultEd to learn more about these tours and register.

Hipsters and Chasidim
Sunday, Oct. 15, 2017, 10:45am - 1:45pm, Led by Rabbi David Kalb
South Williamsburg, Brooklyn, is the capital neighborhood of the Satmar 
Chasidic community. Join us on a fascinating historical and cultural tour 
through this continuously transforming area of Brooklyn. Our tour will 
conclude with a meal at a fantastic deli.

Jewish Gangsters of the Lower East Side
Sunday, Nov. 5, 2017, 10:45am - 1:45pm, Led by Rabbi David Kalb
The base of operations in the criminal underworld for prominent Prohibition-
era gangsters was here in New York, and the city itself played an essential 
role in their organizations. We will see where these Jewish criminals engaged 
in their nefarious activities and discuss the issues of power, ethics, and 
acculturation that ensued. 

MiniseriOutside
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MiniseriOutsideOutside the Classroom
Please visit www.centralsynagogue.org/AdultEd to learn more and register. 

CORE GROUPS... Find Your People
Looking to meet others who share your interests, passions, and life experiences? 
Interested in finding a group of people who really know you within our large and 
diverse congregation? Let us help you find your CORE Group. In these member-
led groups, participants come together on a regular basis for shared learning, 
experiences, and conversations. Groups may be organized by demographic, 
topic, or interest area. If you are interested in starting a new or joining an existing 
CORE Group contact Rabbi Nicole Auerbach at auerbachn@censyn.org. 

WINTER RETREAT
Dec. 15-17, 2017
How do we ensure we fill our days with meaning and purpose? Our tradition 
tells us, “Eilu Devarim,” “These are the ways.” Come and enjoy a full Shabbat 
on retreat with your fellow members and clergy, as we explore these questions 
and one possible answer provided by a central Jewish text. Highlights will 
include study sessions with Central clergy in an intimate setting, spirited 
worship, and service opportunities. Registration opens early October. 

SPECIAL EVENTS
Wrestling Jerusalem
Tuesday, Sept. 12, 2017, 7:30pm at Symphony Space (Upper West Side)
Join the Central Synagogue community for the NYC premiere of the film 
Wrestling Jerusalem. Adapted from the critically acclaimed one-man play, the 
film offers a riveting exploration of the multidimensional narratives embedded 
in the Palestine/ Israel conflict. Following the film, audience members are 
invited to attend a talk back session with Ethan Bronner (Bloomberg News), 
Dylan Kushner (Director), Aaron Davidson (Writer/Actor). 

Israel Policy Forum: Fresh Takes on Longstanding Challenges 
Between Israel and its Neighbors 
Oct. 22, 11:00am, The Streicker Center
Join Central Synagogue clergy and congregants as the Israel Policy Forum
unpacks the latest developments concerning Iran’s nuclear program, ISIS, 
the prospects of a sustainable two-state solution, and Israel’s relations with 
the wider Arab world. Along with other institutions, Central Synagogue will be 
co-sponsoring this event. 

Combatants for Peace
Tuesday, Dec. 5, 2017, 6:00 - 8:30pm
Combatants for Peace is a bi-national, Noble Peace Prize-nominated, 
grassroots movement of Israelis and Palestinians who support a peaceful 
solution for all peoples in Israel and Palestine. Join two Combatants as they 
share their personal stories of transformation from violence to nonviolence. 
We will also screen a short clip of the organization’s recent award-winning, 
documentary: Disturbing the Peace. 

VOLUNTEER WITH CENTRAL
Social justice is a core value of Judaism. Central offers an exciting variety of 
volunteer opportunities based on your personal interests and talents. Visit our 
website or email Hallie Isquith at isquithh@censyn.org to learn more. 

http://www.centralsynagogue.org/engage/adult_engagement/core-groups
http://www.centralsynagogue.org/calendar/detail/2174/2017-12-05/2017-12-05
http://www.centralsynagogue.org/engage/adult_engagement/volunteer_opportunities
http://www.centralsynagogue.org/calendar/detail/2181/2017-10-22/2017-10-22
http://www.centralsynagogue.org/calendar/detail/2180/2017-09-12/2017-09-12
http://www.centralsynagogue.org/engage/adult_engagement/trips-retreats



